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Issue Dynamometric trunk muscle strength and endurance test
are performed widely within the rehabilitation management of
chronic low back pain.
Objective To examine the validity and the reliability of the
Sorensen test in patients with chronic low back pain.
Patients and methods Fifty-nine subjects were included divided
into 2 groups: the ﬁrst group included 30 chronic low back pain
patients and the second group included 29 healthy controls.
Anthropometric data of all subjects in both groups were
collected for comparability study. Construct validity was
investigated with the use of the Spearman rank correlation
coefﬁcient (convergent and divergent validity). As for conver-
gent validity, it was investigated via correlation between the
Sorensen test with isokinetic dynamometer parameters at 60
and 1208/s, and isometric at 608 trunk ﬂexure, the Borg scale, the
6-minute test, and the Beck Scale. Divergent validity was studied
via correlation between the Sorensen test and visual analogue
scale (VAS) pain, VAS functional impairment and the Oswestry
score.
Intra-rater reliability was assessed by use the intra-class
correlation coefﬁcient (ICC) and the Bland and Altman method.
Results Both groups were comparable at basic characteristics.
Convergent validity of the Sorensen was judged good. We
found signiﬁcant correlations between the Sorensen test and the
others parameters: the isokinetic and isometric parameters
(respectively [r = 0,5, p < 0,001], [r = 0,58, p < 0,001]), the Borg
scale (r = 0,4, p = 0,02), and the Shirado test (r = 0,59, p < 0,001).
Divergent validity was good with weak correlations between VAS
pain and functional impairment indices (p > 0.05). An intra-
raterreliabilityof the Biering-Sorensen test was (ICC = 93.2%) in
chronic low back pain patientsand (ICC = 96.6%) in the control
group.
Discussion The Biering-Sorensen test demonstrated his good
validity and his reliability in the evaluation of trunk musclesen-
durance. Consequently, this test could be recommended for the
muscular assessment in the management of all patients with
chronic low back pain.
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Objective To assess the efﬁcacy and safety of tumor necrosis
factor (TNF)-a inhibition with inﬂiximab (IFX) in treating
recurrent and disabling chronic sciatica pain associated with
post-operative peridural lumbar ﬁbrosis.
Methods A double-blind, randomized, placebo controlled study
randomized 35 patients presenting sciatica pain associated with
post-operative peridural lumbar ﬁbrosis to 2 groups: IFX
(n = 18), a single intravenous injection of 3 mg/kg IFX; and
placebo n = 17), a single saline serum injection. The primary
outcomewas a 50% reduction in sciatica pain on visual analog scale
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